
VICAR : REPORT TO AGM FOR THE PERIOD NOV 2018 - MARCH 2019 
Dear friends in Christ, 

I feel deeply humbled to be able to write my first report to you as Vicar. Kim and I continue to 
feel deeply blessed and privileged to work with you and our community and there is much to 
thank God for. 

The past four and one half months have been, for the most part, deeply humbling, inspirational, 
motivational, and challenging.   Hardly a day goes by that I don’t feel extremely blessed and 
privileged to work among such a caring and loving community of people. 

Obviously, it is still VERY early days for me but, looking back, I do believe we have had a very 
successful, transitional year in which we have achieved a huge amount.  To achieve all we do as 
a community we depend upon the contribution of many people to accomplish the various 
ministries we undertake.   I wish to acknowledge the contributions and faithful dedication of all 
who contribute to our parish community. 

Wardens are important people in any Anglican Parish. They share with the Vicar the direction 
and stability of the Parish.   Our Bishop’s Warden and then Vicar’s Warden - through to the New 
year -Judythe Thew, has done a truly outstanding job in serving our parish as a tireless servant. I 
would like to publicly thank Judythe, once again, who continues to be an inspiration as she 
works to guide me through the day-to-day details of parish administration. Similarly, I need to 
express my gratitude to Els Kleinjan who has stepped up into the role of People’s Warden and is 
tackling this task with remarkable dedication, enthusiasm and gusto. Els has served as Peoples 
Warden for one year and as well as being actively involved in many other areas of parish life, she 
has met with me on a regular basis and represented the parish at various community meetings. 

I also give thanks to God for their much valued friendship and support of Kim and me personally 
over these past months. 

I am very pleased to announce that Vivienne Kerr has agreed to be my Warden with effect from 
January 2019.   Viv and I have known each other for several years and I very much value her 
wisdom and input. I am looking forward to working with her and our People’s Warden in the year 
ahead. Thank you both for taking on these important roles within our parish. 

Your Wardens and Vicar meet on a very regular basis, generally weekly, and are in constant 
contact via email and telephone as the three of us apply ourselves to the long-term planning and 
direction of the parish. We have several tasks before us at the moment not least of which, in 
line with the changes to the NZ Privacy Act and to also comply with Diocesan Statutes, is a 
thorough review of our parish (electoral) roll to ensure that it is fully compliant with all the 
relevant statutes. 

As you all know, much of 2018 was an interregnum period and we were truly blessed to have the 
experience, wisdom and guidance of Rev. Dr. Michael Godfrey who skilfully and sensitively 
steered us through, an often difficult, period of transition. Since leaving the parish, Michael has 
moved to Dunedin to begin the next stage of his ministry as ‘Diocesan Ministry Educator’. 
Michael remains in our prayers and also takes with him all our thanks and good wishes. 

I must also record my thanks to our wonderful team of Licensed Lay Ministers (LLMs), comprising 
Judythe, Kirsty, Els and Jan, without whom our regular worship services and pastoral care 
expansion programmes would, quite simply, not be possible. Their work to prepare and lead 
services and their commitment to personal and continuing education and growth into these roles 
sends a message to us all. 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Once again we have had a Vestry who have worked to oversee the smooth running of the Parish - 
my unreserved thanks to all of you. Special thanks must go to Bruce Morris (Parish Treasurer) 
who continues to work tirelessly on behalf of us all.    Some members  are stepping down from 
Vestry.   On behalf of the parish I would like to thank them for their time on Vestry, and on a 
personal note thank all of our Vestry members for the support and encouragement they have 
shown me in recent months.  Unfortunately, I write this before I know who our new Vestry 
members are, however, I would like to thank everyone who has put their name forward. 

I would also like to thank several ladies, in fact, too numerous to mention for their inspirational 
faith, dedication to our parish, care for others and support for Kim and myself. All the members 
of the ‘Wakatipu Womens Fellowship’, Jan Cockerill (working vigorously as our new Pastoral Care 
Co-ordinator), Sue Gray (and of course husband Sid), Tracy McLean (without whom our invoices 
to facilities hirers would simply not be sent), all the wonderful women who ensure that St 
Peter’s and St Paul’s are kept spotless, all the amazingly talented ‘floral ladies’ who tend our 
gardens and brighten our churches with magnificent displays, week after week, to the teams 
that organise ‘Crafternoons’ and ‘Car Boot Sales’ - my thanks for sharing your gifts, to all who 
bake, cook, make jams and preserves for Market Day (and then come along and work on the 
stalls) and through the year … my heartfelt gratitude … and - last but by no means least - my 
long-suffering wife Kim (not only for having the fortitude to put up with me but for single-
handedly managing our entire facilities booking system and liaising with the hirers themselves). 

Let me not forget the guys - once again too numerous to mention - but to all of you who give so 
generously of your time, vehicles and strength to collect and lay turf, water lawns, cut grass, 
trim trees and shrubs, erect marquees before Market Day, care for water pipes in winter, operate 
sausage sizzles, work on stalls at Market Day, install new garden benches etc etc.. Ray, Geoff, 
David, Arie, Tony, ALL OF YOU - you are truly inspirational - THANK YOU. 

We continue to be truly blessed by the staggering array of musical and song gifts that we have in 
our parish. My thanks to Allie Frude, the parish choir, Mark Wilson, Kim Wright, Donald Cullington 
- your music and song touches our hearts, helps carry our voices to The Lord and put simply … 
what would we do without you? 

A typical week in the parish actually has several balls in the air at any one moment! However, it 
would be remiss of me if I did not include Thursday mornings and the wonderful ministry of 
‘Small Seeds’ that is conducted by Emma and Mark Wilson at St Paul’s. Working with these small 
groups of young children and their mums, Emma and Mark do a fantastic job and deserve not 
only our thanks but also our support in the year ahead. 

To all of you whom space prohibits me from mentioning by name, my apologies for that but you 
have my prayers and thanks. We simply could not function as a parish without you. 

Common\Communal worship is the heart of our life as a parish.   It centres us as the people of 
God in this time and place so that we can more effectively minister within our community.   We 
are fortunate to have a number of people involved in organising as well as taking part in our 
worship.  I would like to thank everyone who has been involved in the leadership of our worship 
this past year.   Our musicians, choir, Lay Ministers, chalice assistants, servers, readers and 
intercessors, welcomers and sides people and those who minister to us through their gifts of 
hospitality over morning tea. Once again, I would also like to thank Judythe for her help with 
our rosters system, which at times can be challenging (!!) and time consuming to organise. 

Thank you to Rev Vivienne Galletly, who has - once again - contributed to the parish presiding at 
services and preaching during Christmas. 
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Having been involved in the parish for some nineteen years I am only now beginning to realise 
that, as Vicar, there are a lot more people both within the church and wider community who 
seek out my advice and pastoral assistance.  This is requiring an increasing amount of time and is 
a constant balancing act with all of my other responsibilities as Vicar.   I am therefore very 
grateful to you all for your prayers, love and support as I “find my feet”. I am especially grateful 
to have the support of our Pastoral Care team members as we seek to expand our care for God’s 
people here in the wider Wakatipu. 

Our Morning Prayers (Tuesday - Friday), Wednesday Eucharist, Lenten and Bible studies  are all 
now running. I would like to thank all who attend, support and participate so fully. 

I would like to acknowledge everyone who has been involved in our World Day of Prayer 
participation and everyone who attended this important ecumenical service. 

In association with the Rev Carlton Johnstone, we have commenced a monthly, mid-week 
Eucharist service with our Presbyterian sisters and brothers. The service alternates between the 
two Arrowtown churches and I encourage everyone to attend on the Thursday morning if you are 
available. 

Good stewardship of our property is important not only for us now but also for the generations of 
saints who will follow us in this place.   I would like to acknowledge those individuals who have 
contributed in a number of ways to our parish plant this year through their time and financial 
contributions.  To all these people I would like to say a heartfelt thank you. 

As you are all aware, Wardens and Vestry must now spend a considerable amount of time and 
money in the coming years to “future-proof” our parish. This will include making provision for 
housing future Vicars and their families, repair and maintenance of St Peter’s Hall, St Peter’s 
Lounge, St Paul’s church, St Paul’s Cottage, our gardens and lawns. I will keep you all updated as 
these plans are formalised. 

It is with great pleasure that I report to you that the engineering survey completed on St Peter’s 
and submitted to QLDC met with council approval and the church has been officially declared 
“non-earthquake prone” and so no remedial, re-structuring, strengthening work is required. 

During 2019 it is my prayer that we develop a new strategic plan to take us through to the year 
2025\26.  It is pleasing to know that some of this planning is already well underway; however, we 
also have a long way to go. 

I will be asking our new Vestry to review the plans and the relevancy of its goals and further 
discuss the plans with the wider parish as the year progresses.  Obviously, any strategic plan is a 
work in progress and needs to be reviewed from time to time.   It is helpful however to have a 
plan that is particular to a point in time for both planning and review purposes. 

While I believe we have done financially well over the past year and parish finances have 
‘stabilised’, it is important that we continue to prayerfully and carefully monitor our resources, 
be fully open and aware of future financial requirements and to give generously through our 
personal offerings so that we do not go backwards in terms of our general running costs and 
future needs. 

I am pleased to report that in this past year we have financially supported several missions, both 
local and international and we have kept up our Diocesan mission’s parish quota.  I would like to 
thank all those who have given of their prayers, time and money to support these wonderful 
ministries. 
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I am also pleased to report that our Parish website continues to be a VERY active and a useful 
tool for our parishioners as well as members of our extended family throughout the world. I 
encourage all of you to continue making use of YOUR website. 

As a parish, we have been blessed to welcome an ever-increasing number of members of our 
extended family who visit our churches both on weekdays and on Sundays. Welcoming and being 
present for all who pass through Queenstown and Arrowtown and wish to enter God’s house is a 
VITAL AND GROWING MINISTRY for us. This statistic is something to be celebrated in a time when 
churches over all are in decline. IF YOU CAN DONATE 20 MINUTES OF YOUR TIME, ONCE PER 
WEEK, AND WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP ME WITH THIS MINISTRY …. PLEASE LET ME 
KNOW. 

As a Vicar who is now in what is termed his “new ministry” I’ve had the privilege of realising and 
witnessing first hand that a parish, as it exists in its present moment, is made up of not only 
those who are currently involved but also those who have gone before us.   Each person adds to 
the continuum, leaving their mark upon the community, making a parish what it is now, and thus 
giving each parish its own special identity.   The contributions of those who have gone before us 
are still very much felt today.   In our turn, what we do today for the glory of God, both as 
individuals and as community, has a dramatic effect upon our parishes’ future. So let us strive so 
that those who come after us will be in a positive position to carry on the mission of Christ 
within our communities of The Wakatipu. 

May the love of God and the presence of Christ continue to go with us, and may the Holy Spirit 
make it possible for us to do more, as we seek and move in the direction that we believe God is 
leading us as the people of St. Peter’s, St. Paul’s, and Glenorchy. 

May God bless and keep you, and know that Kim and I continue to ask you to keep us in your 
prayers as we remember you in ours. 

David 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace. (1 Peter 4:10)
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